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tion of husband and wife, by reason only of differences in opinion.
Sist. It must be then where there was but little religion on either side.
Eld. Sist. I do not know that neither; you and I know some families, more than one or two, where they are all at daggers-drawn about opinion, and the families are ruined as to their peace, and yet both are very religious too, nay, zealous in their way: and the more the zeal, the more the strife.
Sist. There may be zeal, but there is no charity then : and what's any religion without charity?
Eld. Sist. Well, but because charity does not always keep pace with religion, and every one is apt to think themselves in the right, and to reproach the sincerity of those that differ from them ; therefore our mother earnestly pressed us to make that point sure before we fixed our choice for our lives.
Sist. It is a fine thing to talk of, but hard to be followed : what have I to do with his opinion ? and what can I say to him, if he tells me he is of one opinion, and should be of another? You, nor no young body alive, can prevent being imposed upon, if a man finds it for his purpose to deceive us.
Eld. Sist. Well, sister, you trample upon all caution ; you are one of them that seem perfectly indifferent whether you are deceived or no.
Sist. No, sister, 1 am not willing to be deceived, you see; I have had a general discovery of his being a man religiously inclined, that has a reverence for the worship of God, and the being of God; nay, you cannot but remember how the other night at supper he discoursed very gravely, and I assure you, to me it was very agreeable, about the men of the town first pretending to be atheists, and to deny the being of a God, and the next minute profanely swearing by his name.